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The Ser i al  Gar den :  The 
Com plete Ar m i tage 
Fam i ly Stor i es 
by Joan Aiken 
JF AIK 

Follows the adventures of Mr. 
and Mrs. Armitage and their 
children , Harriet, Mark, and 
little Milo, as they try to find 
innovative ways to cope with a 
variety of extraordinary events 

including stray unicorns in the garden, lessons in 
magic that go awry,and eviction from their house to 
make way for a young magicians' seminary. 

The Golden  D r eam  of  
Car lo Ch uch io  
by Lloyd Alexander 
JF ALE 

Naive and bumbling Carlo, his 
shady camel-puller Baksheesh, 
and Shira, a girl determined to 
return home, follow a treasure 
map through the deserts and 
cities of the infamous Golden 

Road, as mysterious strangers try in vain to point 
them toward real treasures. 

Up Close:  Bi l l  Gat es 
by Marc Aronson 
JB GAT 

Who is the real Bill Gates? Is he 
a ruthless entrepreneur or a 
global philanthropist? Does his 
story prove that hard work is 
rewarded or that Gates benefited 
from opportunities few others 
had? In this fascinating 

biography, author Marc Aronson addresses these 
and other questions in the form of a “how-to” book 
that examines what Bill Gates did to become one of 
the great entrepreneurs of our time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tr uth  About  M y Bat  
M i tzvah  
by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
JF BAS 

After her beloved grandmother, 
Nana, dies, non-religious 
twelve-year-old Caroline 
becomes curious about her 
mother's Jewish ancestry. 

Sw or d of  W ater s:   Th e 
Sh ield , Sw or d, an d 
Cr ow n  
by Hilari Bell 
JF BEL 

When fourteen-year-old Arisa, 
aided by Prince Edoran and 
Weasel, tries to find the long-
lost sword, she faces betrayal of 
the worst kind. 

The Shepher d 's 
Gr anddaugh ter  
by Anne Laurel Carter 
JF CAR 

Amani, a young Palestinian girl, 
looks to the meadows of the 
Firdoos to get her sheep the food 
they need, but when Israeli 
settlers impede her ability to get 
to the pasture, she must try to 

find a peaceful solution to the problem. 

The Su r r ender  Tr ee  
by Margarita Engle 
J811.54 ENG 

It is 1896. Cuba has fought three 
wars for independence and still 
is not free. People have been 
rounded up in reconcentration 
camps with too little food and 
too much illness. Rosa is a 
nurse, but she dares not go to 

the camps. So she turns hidden caves into hospitals 
for those who know how to find her.  Black, white, 
Cuban, Spanish—Rosa does her best for everyone. 
Yet who can heal a country so torn apart by war? 
Acclaimed poet Margarita Engle has created another 
breathtaking portrait of Cuba. 
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The En ter t ai ner  an d t he 
Dybbuk   
by Sid Fleischman 
JF FLE 

A struggling American 
ventriloquist in post-World War 
II Europe is possessed by the 
mischievous spirit of a young 
Jewish boy killed in the 
Holocaust. Author's note details 

the murder of over one million children by the Nazis 
during the 1930s and 1940s. 

Found   
by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
JF HAD 

When thirteen-year-olds Jonah 
and Chip, who are both adopted, 
learn they were discovered on a 
plane that appeared out of 
nowhere, full of babies with no 
adults on board, they realize that 
they have uncovered a mystery 

involving time travel and two opposing forces, each 
trying to repair the fabric of time. 

Book  of  a Thousan d Days  
by Shannon Hale 
JF HAL 

Fifteen-year-old Dashti, sworn 
to obey her sixteen-year-old 
mistress, the Lady Saren, shares 
Saren's years of punishment 
locked in a tower, then brings 
her safely to the lands of her 
true love, where both must hide 
who they are as they work as 

kitchen maids. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M y Best  Fr i en d, t he 
At lan t i c Ocean , and  
Other  Gr eat  Bodies 
Standi ng Bet w een  M e 
and  M y L i fe W i th  Gi u l i o 
by Jane Harrington 
JF HAR 

Jealous when her best friend 
begins dating the new Italian 

exchange student, Delia is prepared to wait out the 
thirty-four days an average teenage relationship 
lasts, but in the meanwhile must deal with 
schoolwork, football, and similar annoyances. 

Diar y of  a W i m py K i d:  
Rod r i ck  Rules 
by Jeff Kinney 
JF KIN 

Greg Heffley tells about his 
summer vacation and his 
attempts to steer clear of trouble 
when he returns to middle 
school and tries to keep his older 
brother Rodrick from telling 
everyone about Greg's most 

humiliating experience of the summer. 

W hi te Sands, Red  
M enace 
by Ellen Klages 
JF KLA 

Living with the Gordons in their 
quite desert town in New Mexico 
in 1946, Dewey is learning a lot 
from her science-obsessed 
adoptive family, but just as she 
begins to settle in and get 
comfortable, Dewey's long-lost 

mother reemerges to take her away from the only 
stability she has ever really known in her young life. 
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The Castaw ays 
by Iain Lawrence 
JF LAW 

Bad luck continues to follow 
Tom Tin and his mates as they 
find themselves aboard a 
formerly abandoned ship, are 
taught to be sailors by two 
black-hearted castaways they 
rescue, and sail to a Caribbean 
island where they make 

important new friends and enemies. 

The Un m ak i ng of  D un can  
Veer i ck    
by Betty Levin 
JF LEV 

Reluctantly, thirteen-year-old 
Duncan helps his neighbor, a 
widow recovering from a stroke, 
by hiding valuable antiques and 
art objects her husband had 
collected, but disaster strikes 

and the secrets he has been asked to keep may mean 
big trouble for Duncan. 

M or n in g i n  a D i f fer en t  
Place 
by Mary Ann McGuigan 
JF MCG 

In 1963 in the Bronx, New York, 
eighth-graders Fiona and 
Yolanda help one another face 
hard decisions at home despite 
family and social opposition to 
their interracial friendship, but 
Fiona is on her own when 

popular classmates start paying attention to her and 
give her a glimpse of both a different way of life and 
a new kind of hatefulness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tr ue Adven t ur es of  
Char ley Dar w in  
by Carolyn Meyer 
JF MEY 

In nineteenth-century England, 
young Charles Darwin rejects 
the more traditional careers of 
physician and clergyman, 
choosing instead to embark on a 
dangerous five-year journey by 

ship to explore the natural world. 

The Rem in der  
by Rune Michaels 
JF MIC 

A teenaged girl who hears her 
dead mother's voice makes a 
startling discovery after 
breaking into her father's 
industrial robotics lab and 
finding his latest secret project: 
a lifelike replica of her mother's 
head that looks, talks, moves, 

and even smiles just like her mother. 

Al l i gat or  Bayou 
by Donna Jo Napoli 
JF NAP 

Fourteen-year-old Calogero 
Scalise and his Sicilian uncles 
and cousin live in small-town 
Louisiana in 1898, when Jim 
Crow laws rule and anti-
immigration sentiment is 
strong, so despite his attempts 
to be polite and to follow 

American customs, disaster dogs his family at every 
turn. 

Al l  Shook  Up 
by Shelley Pearsall 
JF PEA 

When thirteen-year-old Josh 
goes to stay with his father in 
Chicago for a few months, he 
discovers--to his horror--that his 
dad has become an Elvis 
impersonator. 


